Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2023/24

We acknowledge as the members of.

R

mmmqmy *'mn.-mw

our respcmqnbnllty for ensuring that there is a sound system of mternal controi mc*ludmg arrangerne:nis for
the preparation of the Accounting Stafements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belisf, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2024, that:

| prep&red Its accounting statements in sccordance
| with the Accounts and Audlt Reguiations.

1. Wa have put in place arrangements for effective financlal |© . - .
management duting the year, and for the preparation of | \/ I

the agcounting statements, Ee

2. Wa malptained an adedquate system of internal control

Ineluding measures desigred to prevent and detect fraud
and corruplion and reviewed its effectiveness.

made proper arrangemants and avcepted rosponsibifity
| for safeguarding the public money and resources in
- | its charge.

| has onfy done what it has tha legal power ta do and has

that there are no matters of actual or potentlal | complied with Propar Practices In doing so.
non-compliance with laws, regulations and Propar ‘]
Practices that could hava & sighificant inancial effect
o the abllity of this autharity ko conduct its

businass or manage lig finances,

4, \We providad proper apportunity during the year for
the exercise of electors' rights in accordance with the
requirements of the Ageounts end Audit Regulations,

B, We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those
riaks, Including the Introduction af intarmal contrals and/or |7\
externat insurange covar where required,

3. Wa fook ail reasonable steps fo assure ourselves J ‘

| duting the year gave all persons interested the obpariuinity to
inspact and asik guastions about this authority's secounts,

cansiderad and dooumented the fnancial and ottier risks it
i} fates and dealt with thern properiy,

8. We maintained throughout the year an adeguate and
effective system of Internal audit of the ascounting
records and cantral gystems,

arranged for a compstent person, independant of the financial
| controls and procedures, fo give an obfectlve view on whether
internal cantrols meet the needs of this smafler authorily,

7, We took appropriate action on all meliers ratsed
In reports from Infernal and external audit,

8, We considerad whethar any titigation, llabilties or
commitrrents, events of fransactions, oceurring elther
during or after the yearend, have a financial impact on
this authority and, where appropriate, have included tham 1§
in the aceounting stademants,

. (For facal councils only) Trust funds including
charitable. In our capacity as the sole managing
trustas we dischargad our accountahiiity
rasponsibilities for the fundis)/assels, Including
financlal reporling and, I required, hdependant
examination or audit.

raspondad fo matters brought fo lis altention by Infemal and
extornal audff,

thsclosed avervthing it shauld have about its business acfivily
diring the vear inciuding events faking place after the year
end if refevant.

=

g faq imat all of s responsibiitles whers, as e body
¥ comporate, it is a sole managing frusies of a local
g frust or frusts.

“Please provide explanations to the external auditor ona geparate sheot for each ‘No’ response and describe
how the authority will address the woaknoesses identified. These shests must be published with the Annual
Governance Statement,

This Annual Governance Statemant was approved at a Signed by the Chalr and Clerk of the mesting where
meetlng of the authonty on: . ... |approval was glvan:

and recorded as minute reference: Chair
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1. Balances brought _ L Tatal balances and reserves at the beinmg of the year

forward ERG, 266 | O88, TRT | as recordad in the finenclal records, Value must agree to
oo Box 7 of previous year.
2. {+) Precept or Rates and ‘ | Total amount of pracapt (or for DB rates and levies)
l.evies 36, RAG | o @237 recaived or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants
o 1 recalvad,
3. {(+) Total other recelpte ' " | Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook less
Fu . B [ Qe 65 % | the precept or rates/lavies recaived (fhe 2). Includs any
o " . .| grants recalved.
4, {-) Giaff costs : Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf
. Py - - —. | of al employses, Inchide gross salarlag and wages,
Qe 34T |97, ?@-‘h efriployers NI cantributions, emplayers penston
| contrihutians, grafultles and severance paymenis,

5. (-} Loan Interest/canltal S 1 | Total expenditure or payments of caphtal and intersst
rapayments D% oD NeLW Lua:?) | mada during the year on the authorlty's barrowirgs (if any).

6. {-) All other payments R R . V' | Total expendlture or payments as recarded in the cash-

B (B | QO USS | book Jess staff costs (fine 4) and faan interesticapital
‘ i | repayments (fne 8),

7. (=) Balances carrlad R . | Total balances and reserves at the end of the year. Must
forward (8T ST | §59,F779 | equal (142+3) - (4+5+6).

8. Total value of cash and .| The sum cf all current and deposit bank accounts, cash
shart term investmenty LeLELY | .(;,‘-’3{0 . GQ? holdings and short term investments feld as at 31 March -

‘ 4 L t To agree with bank reconeiliatfon,

8, Total flxed asgsts plus o The vafus of all the properly the authorty awns — it fs made
fong ternt Investments e R Pl T TR '-Q~ = Wf up of ell its fixed assets and jong term Investments as at
and assets T | 87 March.

10, Tatal borowings S ' The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of alf loans

RN 5W73~ ‘3“«3‘:‘ W‘*—P from third partles (incluting PWLE),
} ) 4 (J
11a, Digclosura note re Trust funds The Councll, as a body corporafe, acts as sole irtsles and
(including charltable) fs responsible for managing Trust funds or assefs.
11h, Disciosure note re Trust funds "\ The figures In the accounting statements above
(including charitaila) exciude any Tryst transactions.

| cartlfy ihat for the year ended 31 March 2024 the Accounting
Statemants in this Anniual Govarnance attd Accountability
Retum havs been propared on alther a recelpts and payments
ot income and expendliure basls following the guldance in
Governance and Accountabllity for Smaller Authoritles — &
Praciitioners’ Guide fo Proper Prastices and present talrly
the financlal position of this authority.

Sighed by Responsible Firiancial Officer before being
pres nted tq tha authorti‘y for approval

Pate - g:)5/ CDC&:/'Q_DZ&

} conflrm that these Accounting Statements were
oved by fhis authorlty on this date: -

. | Signed by Chalr of the mesting where the Accounting

Statements were approved

Jy\ \ Mwam
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Section 3 — External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2023/24
In respect of _ Madeley Town Gouncil - SHO113

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutary audit
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountahility Return in accordance with NAQ Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website — hitps://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-
practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound
system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with
Proper Practices which:

 summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2024; and
= confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor's limited assurance opinion 2023/24

Except for the matters reported below, on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accounfabllity Return (AGAR},
in our opinion the informatlon in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our
attention giving cause for concern that refevant legistation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Section 1, Assertion 2 has not been correctly completed. In the completion of their detailed report the internat auditor has drawn attention to
significant weaknesses in internal control in relation to the Hub on the Hill café whose transacticns and balances are included in the figures on
the AGAR. As a result, this Assertion should have been answered ‘No’. We note thare are agreed action points in relation to the matters raised
in the internal audit report and the smaller authority should ensure that these are followed and implemented in accordance with stated
timetable,

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

Monhe

3 External auditor certificate 2023/24

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Returh, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for tha year ended 31
March 2024,

_Ext_emql Auditor Name

£ Lidhgjohn LLP
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External Auditor Signature
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